Script for SE4A Legislative Priorities 
· The Southeastern Association of Area Agencies on Aging concurs with the National Association of Area Agencies on Aging in recommending that Congress Build on the Promise of Home and Community Based Services proposal by providing the resources needed for long term care strategies authorized in the 2006 reauthorization of the Older Americans Act.

· The three aspects of the proposal include:

· Person Centered Access to Information
· Evidence Based Disease Prevention and Health Promotion programs
· Community Living

This three pronged approach has the potential to reach over 40 million Americans and to reduce Medicaid and Medicare costs by approximately $2.7 billion.

· The Older Americans Act programs help older adults to live safely at home.

Investing in Older Americans Act programs is more cost effective than paying expensive Medicare health claims or Medicare/Medicaid nursing home costs.   SE4A encourages Congress to sustain the capacity of Older Americans Act (OAA) programs by increasing total funding for these programs by at least 12 percent above FY 2010 to allow them to keep pace with projected population growth, price increases and escalating demand in FY 2011.  

· Such an increase would only begin to make up for the erosion of federal OAA funds over the past eight years, but at least would hold existing programs harmless from further funding loss due to a burgeoning eligible population and inflation.
· The return on this investment for home and community based services provided through the OAA is notable.  In the Southeast Region there are 11,739,517 persons over 60. Fiscal Year 2009 data reports 1,094,154 older adults are impacted by Older Americans Act programs in the southeast region at a cost of $ 186,351,313.  That is on average, an annual cost of $170.31 per person for services such as, personal care, home delivered meals, homemaking, transportation, case management and assessment.  The average cost (Medicaid funds) for nursing home services in the region is approximately $35,000 annually.
· As baby boomers continue to age in America and older adults continue to live longer the number of people needing home and community based services will increase and a significant increase in funding is necessary in order to meet the needs of the growing aging population.  
· The SE4A supports the Reauthorization of the Older Americans Act. It is the critical cornerstone of aging services in this nation and the 2011 reauthorization provides us with an opportunity to build on the successes of the Act in order to respond to the needs of today’s and tomorrow’s older adults and caregivers.

Insert your own local data in the blanks.

